Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 FRFF.TO 03440 261518Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 NEA-10 ISO-OO CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-01 
INR-07 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 PRS-01 SP-02 
SS-15 USIA-06 IO-13 OMB-01 DHA-05 EB-08 /094W 

015134 270642Z/17 

R 261446Z OCT 77 
FM AMEMBASSY FREETOWN 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6386 
INFO AMEMBASSY ALGIERS 
AMEMBASSY CONAKRY 
AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 
AMEMBASSY NOUAKACHOUT 
AMEMBASSY RABAT 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE FREETOWN 3440 

EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: PBOR, PORG, SL 

SUB J : POLISARIO FRONT MISSION VISITS FREETOWN 
REF: FREETOWN 1597 

1 . ACCORDING TO FREETOWN'S "DAILY MAIL" OF OCTOBER 22, A 
TWO-MAN MISSION FROM THE POLISARIO FRONT ARRIVED IN FREETOWN 
"TO RALLY SUPPORT FOR ITS FIGHT AGAINST MOROCCO AND MAURI- 
TANIA". THE MISSION REPORTEDLY IS ON A THREE-NATION WEST 
AFRICAN TOUR AS PART OF AN AFRICAN- WIDE BID TO URGE LEADERS 
TO HOLD A SUMMIT ON THE FIGHTING IN THE WESTERN SAHARA. 

2. MEMBERS OF THE MISSION ARE LISTED AS HAMIDU AHMED BABA, 
SECRETARY FOR ENERGY AND COMMUNICATIONS, AND BOUKHREIS 
HABIB, COUNSELLOR AT EH POLISARIO FRONT'S GOVERNMENT-IN 
EXILE OFFICE IN ALGERIA. IN A PRESS CONFERENCE THE TWO 
SPECULATED THAT AN OAU SUMMIT WOULD BE HELD ON THE WESTERN 
SAHARA SINCE "FORTY-SIX OAU MEMBER STATES WERE FOR THE SUMMIT 
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AND ONLY MOROCCO AND MAURITANIA AGAINST". 

3. EMBASSY COMMENT: POST BELIEVES MISSION IS IDENTICAL TO 
THAT REPORTED IN REFTEL. AS FAR AS POST CAN DETERMINE MISSION 
DID NOT OBTAIN AUDIENCE WITH PRESIDENT STEVENS OR OTHER 
HIGHLY RANKED GOSL OFFICIALS. END COMMENT. 
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